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SECOND ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
Organizer:  
Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University (CMU), Thailand  
 
In collaboration with and support by:  
National Research Council of Thailand (NRCT)  
Siamese Association of Sociologists and Anthropologist (SASA)  
Chula Global Network, Chulalongkorn University  
 
About the conference 
In the second decade of the twenty first century, we are seeing remarkable social 
transformations in Asia and the Pacific region accelerated by globalization. Emerging 
economies like China and India are challenging Western economic supremacy, but these 
countries also contend with problems related to economic stability and wealth equity. The 
geographical diversity of the region and its natural resources is also layered with 
complexities related to regional, national and local politics, and religion, culture, ethnicity 
and local livelihoods. Increasing regional economic integration in the 21st century has meant 
more inclusion of people into the market economy, yet it has also excluded certain groups; 
meanwhile climate change is having a range of impacts on diverse peoples throughout the 
region. 
 
The 2014 Asia and the Pacific Sociological Association (APSA) Conference “Transforming 
Societies: Contestations and Convergences in Asia and the Pacific” to be held during 15‐16 
February, 2014 in Chiang Mai, aims to better understand emerging social issues across Asia 
and the Pacific and the conceptual problems involved in envisioning these transformations 
that are underway. 
 
The conference will bring together more than 200 hundred social scientists to investigate 
social transformations from various perspectives. The conference will explore the dynamics 
of human mobility and migration; the role of religion in social transformations and social 
conflict; ethnicity and the articulation of identity; borders and practices of power; agrarian 
transitions, climate change and local adaptations; governance and democracy; and resource 
equity and sustainability. There will also be panels on health and the changing economic 
context; education and equity; human trafficking; aging; cultural heritage, urbanism and 
public space; and media consumption.  
 
The two‐day conference will consist of keynote talks, plenary sessions, thematic panel 
sessions and a roundtable session. Other activities include exhibitions, book launches and 
film screenings.
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Keynote addresses 

There will be two keynote addresses: (1) Daw Lahpai Seng Raw of Metta Foundation will 
speak on how an emerging civil society can transform conflict and catalyze peace building in 
a multi‐ethnic country like Myanmar; (2) Professor Jonathan Rigg, from the National 
University of Singapore, will speak on the transformations occurring in Southeast Asia and 
how an alternative development focusing on good growth and “human flourishing” can be 
achieved. 

Daw Lahpai Seng Raw, Co‐founder of Metta Foundation and Ramon 
Magsaysay Awardee, 2013 
Title: “Transforming Societies in Myanmar: Dynamics of Conflict and 
Cooperation”  
Born in the Kachin State and a graduate of Rangoon University, Daw 
Laphai Seng Raw was a stay‐at‐home mother before embarking on a 
career in social development. She is a co‐founder of the Metta 

Foundation, Burma’s largest civil society organization, which provides support to displaced 
persons in Burma’s conflict‐torn areas. The Ramon Magsaysay Award 2013 was awarded to 
her for the recognition of “her quietly inspiring and inclusive leadership—in the midst of 
deep ethnic divides and prolonged armed conflict—to regenerate and empower damaged 
communities and to strengthen local NGOs in promoting a non‐violent culture of 
participation and dialogue as the foundation for Myanmar’s peaceful future.” 
 

Professor Jonathan Rigg, Geography Department, National University of  
Singapore  
Title: “The Shadows of Success: transformation and marginalization in  
Southeast Asia” 
Professor Rigg’s research interests encompass the problems, tensions 
and potentialities of development in the Southeast Asian region. He has 
a long‐term commitment to the region dating back to research 
conducted in 1980 in the field of agrarian studies. Another thread has 

been his continuing interest in the environment and political ecology. This is reflected in an 
edited volume and papers on topics such as dam construction, forest management, and 
non‐timber forest products. His work on rural areas of Southeast Asia has led to subsidiary 
interests in contemporary development issues: on the role of NGOs in development; on 
languages of modernization; and on exclusion, ethnicity, citizenship and nation building. 
 
Plenary sessions 

There will be two plenary sessions with presentations from distinguished scholars. The 
plenaries will focus on theoretical issues in the sociology of Asia and the Pacific.  

Plenary I: Transformative Challenges for Sociology in Asia and the Pacific  
Plenary I:  Transformative Challenges for Sociology in Asia and the Pacific   
 Professor Maitrayee Chaudhuri, Jawaharlal Nehru University  
 Professor Wan Zawawi Ibrahim, Universiti Brunei Darussalam  
 Professor Hasegawa Koichi, Tohoku University  
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Plenary II:  Contestations and Convergences in Asia & the Pacific  
 Professor Emma E. Porio, Ateneo de Manila University,  
 Associate Professor Kwok Kian Woon, Nanyang Technological University (to 

be confirmed) 
 Professor Rahman Embong,  Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 

 
Panels 

Over 50 panels will explore wide ranging themes such as health, education, media and pop 
culture, democratization and civil society, resource governance, climate change, urbanism, 
youth, women, aging, religion and multiculturalism, ethnicity and identity. Panels include:  

• Globalization, Education, Equity and Social Change 
• Transitions in Migrant Education: Thailand to Myanmar; Myanmar to 

Thailand 
• Globalization, Economic Perspectives in Health 
• AIDS and Transmission of Disease in Southeast Asia 
• Health and Belief 
• Gender and representation 
• Urbanization, regionalization and climate change: transforming risks and  

vulnerabilities 
• Climate Change and Social Vulnerability 
• Theorizing Disaster  
• Transformative Language – the convergence of 21st century media and the 

forces of modernity 
• Pop Culture and Consumption  
• Media in ASEAN 
• Religious Conflict, Violence and Social Transformation 
• Religious Changes & Ethnic Identity 
• Religious Relations in Multicultural Society 
• Muslim in Contemporary Southeast Asia Society 
• Ethnic Identity in Negotiation 
• Shifting Ethnic Identity  
• Border, Power and Social Network  
• Transnational Marriage: Motivations, Experiences and Practices 
• In Search of Freedom : Migration and Identity 
• Election and Democracy 
• Problematizing Governance 
• Managing Equality  
• Heritage, Identity, Social Memory 
• Cultural Heritage 
• Eating and Boundaries: Identity, Self and and Others 
• Child Rights & Trafficking 
• Aging  
• Children, Family and Conflicts  
• Youth, Sexuality and Suicide 
• Globalization and Urbanization Transition in Asia‐Pacific 
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• Urbanism and Public Space 
• Risks: Sciences, Technology and Society in an Urban Context 
• Agrarian Changes 
• Market Integration, Poverty, Violence 
• Identify Grey area and the people in Between 
• Myanmar in Transition: Economic, Environment and Civil Society 
• The neo‐liberalism dilemma in Cambodia: who holds the keys for the future? 

Cases studies related to health and education interventions 
• Discourse Analysis for Social Research in Asia 
• Southeast Asia: Trajectories of Integration and Dynamics of Exclusion 

 
Paper submission  

A panel paper should be between 6,000 and 8,000 words (excluding references). All 
submissions must include the title of the submitted paper, the author(s)'s full name, and 
affiliation(s). A template for the format is available on the conference website. Please note 
that the deadline for paper submission is extended to 31 January 2014. The paper giver can 
directly upload the full paper and updated abstract via the conference website by using 
his/her “conference account”. (Individual accounts will be generated after the participant 
completes his/her online registration.) 
 
Publication of papers 

All papers presented in the APSA 2014 will be included in a CD of conference proceedings. 
The CD will be distributed during the conference and will be available on the conference 
website. The Faculty of Social Science is also planning to publish certain selected papers in 
an edited volume at a future date. 
 
Paper presentation 
Each panel session is 1.5 hours in duration with 3‐4 paper presentations. A paper giver has 
approximately 15‐20 minutes for his/her presentation. This will be followed by discussion 
with discussants and the audience.  

 
To facilitate effective time management and avoid technical difficulties, participants are 
asked to give their presentation file (e.g. Powerpoint slides) to appropriate staff when they 
arrive and sign in at the conference site. 
  
Registration and fee 

Please register online by 25 January, 2014 if you are giving a paper. Other participants in the 
conference can register online until 31 January, 2014. 

The registration fee is 2,500 Baht (1,200 Baht for student participants.) The fee covers 
conference materials, lunch and refreshment during the conference, and a reception on 
Saturday evening.  

Please transfer your registration fee directly to our bank account:  
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Account name: The 50th Anniversary of Soc. CMU  
A/C number: 667‐0‐10905‐4  
Bank name: Bangkok Bank  
Branch: Chiang Mai University Branch  
SWIFT code: BKKBTHBK 
Address: 239 Huay Kaew Road, Tambon Suthep, Amphoe Muang, Chiang Mai, 
Thailand 

 
You will receive a confirmation of your payment. To complete your registration, please send 
the confirmation of transfer to us at rcsd.cmu@gmail.com, with “APSA2014 Registration” in 
the subject line. Please clearly state your name and the title of your paper/panel. The 
payment should be made no later than 31 January 2014.  
 
For participants from overseas, please use the swift code provided. Please note that all 
foreign bank's charges shall be borne in full by the participant.  
 
Conference venue and transfer to the conference venue 

The conference will be held on the Chiang Mai University campus. Panels in English will be 
at the Faculty of Humanities, and panels in Thai will be at the Faculty of Social Sciences.  

For certain hotels, there will be a shuttle service to the conference. (We will provide more  
information on this shortly.) Participants can also take a local taxi service (the “red‐truck” 
taxi). The fare is 20 Baht/trip from the nearby hotel to Chiang Mai University campus.  
 
Accommodations & Airport transfer 

Participants are asked to directly book the hotel rooms by themselves. As the month of 
February is a high season for tourism in Chiang Mai, accommodation around the campus 
may be fully occupied.  

 
However, there are numerous hotels and guesthouses in town. The price of the hotel ranges 
from 1,200 Baht to 3,000 Baht.  
 
Some hotels in Chiang Mai offer an airport pick‐up service for an extra fee. Participants 
should inquire with their specific hotel regarding this. It is also quite easy to take a taxi from 
the airport upon arrival. Please go to the counter inside the airport.  
 
Visa to Thailand 
Please go to http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/services/123 or 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Thailand#Visa_on_Arrival_.2821.29   
for information about visa requirements to the Kingdom of Thailand.  
  
Important dates 
Deadline for online registration for paper giver   25 January, 2014  
Deadline for online registration for other participants  31 January, 2014  
Submission of a full paper:     31 January, 2014 
Deadline for sending receipts of registration fee:  31 January, 2014 
Final announcement      5 February, 2014 

http://www.mfa.go.th/main/en/services/123
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Visa_policy_of_Thailand#Visa_on_Arrival_.2821.29
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Further information: 
Please visit the conference website at http://rcsd.soc.cmu.ac.th/web/apsa2014/home.php 
 
Contact  
12th APSA Conference Secretariat  
Regional Center for Social Science and Sustainable Development (RCSD)  
Faculty of Social Sciences, Chiang Mai University  
Chiang Mai, Thailand  
URL: http://rcsd.soc.cmu.ac.th  
e‐mail: rcsd@cmu.ac.th / rcsd.cmu@gmai 
 

http://rcsd.soc.cmu.ac.th/web/apsa2014/home.php

