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NOTE ON TERMINOLOGY

Prior to 1989, the largest country in mainland Southeast Asia was
known internationally as “Burma.” This was the name the British col-
onizers used after they consolidated the central plains and previously
autonomous mountainous regions in the mid-1800s, in reference to
the country’s largest ethnic group—the Burmans. The international
use of “Myanmar” dates only to 1989, when leaders of the 1988 mil-
itary coup changed the country's name to Myanmar naing-ngan. In
addition, the official names of many ethnic groups, regions, cities, and
villages were also changed, including that of the former capital, from
“Rangoon” to “Yangon”.
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AA
BGF
BRI
CAS
CBO
CCAM
CDM
CNF
CRPH
Cso
DIIS
DKBA
DRR
EAO
ERO
FECD

FPNCC
HURFOM
ICCA
ICNCC
ICRC
ICVA

IDP

IEC

IFRC
IPCC

iv

Arakan Army

Border Guard Force

Belt and Road Initiative

Complex Adaptive System
Community-Based Organization

Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation
Civil Disobedience Movement

Chin National Front

Committee Representing Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Civil Society Organization

Danish Institute of International Studies
Democratic Karen Benevolent Army
Disaster Risk Reduction

Ethnic Armed Organization

Ethnic Resistance Organization

Forestry and Environmental Conservation Department
(of the KIO)

Federal Political Negotiation and Consultative Committee
Human Rights Foundation of Monland

Indigenous and Community-Conserved Area

Interim Chin National Consultative Council

International Committee of the Red Cross

International Council of Voluntary Agencies

Internally Displaced Person/s

Interim Executive Council (Karenni State)

International Federation of Red Cross & Red Crescent Societies

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change



KECD
KESAN
KFD

KIA

KIC

KIO
KNDF
KNLP
KNPLF
KNPF
KNPP
KNU
KPICT
KSCC
KSP
LDU
MNDAA
MONREC
MSFC

NCA
NCUB
NDAA
NDA-K
NDC
NLD
NMSP
NUCC
NUG
ODI

Karen Education and Culture Department (of the KNU)
Karen Environmental and Social Action Network
Kawthoolei Forestry Department (of the KNU)

Kachin Independence Army

Kachin Independence Council

Kachin Independence Organization

Karenni Nationalities Defense Force

Kayan New Land Party

Karenni National People’s Liberation Front

Karen National Police Force

Karenni National Progressive Party

Karen National Union

Kachin Political Interim Coordination Team

Karenni State Consultative Council

Karenni State Police

Lahu Democratic Union

Myanmar National Democratic Alliance Army

Ministry of Natural Resources & Environmental Conservation

Mon State Federal Council, previously MSICC
(Mon State Interim Coordination Committee)

Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement
National Council of the Union of Burma
National Democratic Alliance Army
New Democratic Army-Kachin
Nationally Determined Contributions
National League for Democracy

New Mon State Party

National Unity Consultative Council
National Unity Government

Overseas Development Institute



PAB People’s Administrative Bodies

PC KNU-KNLA Peace Council

PDF People’s Defense Force

PNFC Pa-O National Federal Council

PPST Peace Process Steering Team

PSLF Palaung State Liberation Front

RCSD Regional Center for Social Science & Sustainable Development
RCSS Restoration Council of Shan State

SAC State Administration Council

SLORC State Law and Order Restoration Council
SPDC State Peace and Development Council
SRI System of Rice Intensification

SSPP Shan State Progressive Party

TNLA Ta’ang National Liberation Army

TPCC Ta'ang Political Consultative Committee
ULA United League of Arakan

UNFCCC  UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNHCR UN High Commissioner for Refugees

UWSA United Wa State Army
WFP World Food Program
WWF World Wide Fund for Nature
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